  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 26th October 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

21st October 2009





      
       S M Foster









       Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
4.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)

6.  Mayoral communications    (see list attached)
7.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ (a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 14th September 2009.

+ (b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 7th September 2009. Recommendations passed on 14th September 2009.

+*(c) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 21st September 2009.  

 +(d) Special Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 5th October 2009. 
+ (e) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 19th October 2009.

 + = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

8.  Reports from representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
9.  Clerk’s Report
To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

10. Get involved Fair

To receive and consider the Mayor’s suggestion. Copy attached
11.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
12.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
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6.  Mayoral Communications
19.9.09 
Presented the Biggleswade Chronicle's Fred
Simms Charity Cup to Janella Dankwa, a 12-year-old
Sandy girl who is sole carer for her deaf and visually impaired mother.
 

20.9.09 Attended the Mayor of Godmanchester's Civic Service at
St Mary's Church, Godmanchester.
 

21.9.09 Attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire's Service for the
Judiciary at St Paul's Church, Bedford
 

22.9.09 Visited an exhibition of photographs by Mr K Lynch at
Sandy Library
 

2.10.09 Attended the Chairman of the Council of Central

Bedfordshire's reception at Priory House, Chicksands.
7.10.09 Attended a charity chinese dinner and the Pride of
Houghton awards at Dunstable, organised by the Mayor of
Houghton Regis.
 

10.10.09 Visited "Get Involved!", the North Hertfordshire volunteers'
fair.
 

11.10.09 Attended a luncheon at DISC, Chicksands, in aid of the

Army Benevolent Fund.
 

12.10.09 
Hosted a visit to the Council Chamber by 2 teachers and
19 pupils (the School Council) from Sandye Place Middle
School as part of the Local Democracy week.
 

14.10.09 Attended the Annual General Meeting of the Hospice at
Home Volunteers charity at St John's, Moggerhanger.
 

17.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Stevenage's Civic Reception, Dinner
and Dance at the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre.
 

18.10.09 Attended a charity concert presented by the Mayor of St
Neots at the Priory Centre, St Neots. 
19.10.09  Together with other Members of the Council, attended the funeral of Wing Commander H A (Tony) Smith, President of Sandy (22 Squadron) ATC.
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6.  Mayoral Communications      (Cont)

20.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Dunstable's Charity Italian Evening
at Dunstable.
 

22.10.09 Attended, the Annual General Meeting of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils at St Mark's Church Community Centre, Brickhill.
 

25.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Flitwick's Civic Service at the
Church of St Peter and St Paul, Flitwick.
PAST MAYOR- Cllr Osborne
3.10.09 Attended with Mrs Osborne the Mayor of March’s Charity

Evening Dinner.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

7.  Minutes and Reports 
(b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 21st September 2009.  


9.
Playbuilder





(P41/09)
Resolved to recommend: That the Deputy Clerk replies to Central Bedfordshire Council, that the Council is broadly in favour of the idea and that the Council is able to provide additional funding to the project from Section 106.  
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.09 to 30.09.09 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for September.
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting).
2. Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.09.09
To receive the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for quarter ended 30th Sept 2009.

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
3. Action for Market Towns Conference 13th & 14th October 2009
The conference took place in Melton Mowbray which has re-branded itself as the country’s rural capital of food and drink.  As a result the hospitality was excellent, the delegates were regaled with local produce, from pork pies to stilton cheese.

Most of the delegates were officers responsible for town centre partnerships, mainly from district councils with a few from the larger town councils. In view of Central Bedfordshire Council’s recent consultation about establishing town centre partnerships it was interesting to hear other people’s experiences.

Unfortunately, most of the speeches were of limited value and although it may seem unfair to single anyone out the contribution by Philip Dunne MP, Chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Rural Services was particularly poor, being ill-prepared and disorganised.  Luckily the workshop activities made up for the speeches by being stimulating and informative.

Neighbouring Towns working together in the Welland

This workshop described how 14 market towns in the Welland area (not confined to one county but encompassing Rutland and parts of Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire) came to work in partnership.

The partnership developed a benchmarking website in order to address the issues of how to develop thriving communities.  The system captures useful data about a town in a simple way and has been designed so that even towns with limited means can participate.  It costs £200 to register.  It 
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

enables towns to see how they are performing both compared to other towns and over time.

The system measures 12 key performance indicators and information is gathered either by local volunteers or employees.

The Key Performance Indicators measured are:

Total number of commercial units

Comparison/convenience retail split

Key attractor/multiple trader representation

Number of markets/traders

Prime retail property yields

Retail rents

Footfall counts

Car parking availability and usage

Business confidence

Visitor satisfaction

Shoppers’ origin

Meaningful results are produced which can measure the economic and social impacts of the local community’s work.  It encourages towns to widen their horizons and to consider learning from others.  Strategic decision making is improved by having tools to measure performance.  Forward strategies and action planning can be more focused and effective when the impacts can be measured.

The data gathered can be key in developing targeted bids for funding and the effectiveness of a project can be more easily demonstrated.  Towns can identify those things they have done well, which can be motivating and businesses can be positively engaged through the process.

Transforming Towns through Culture and Sport

The leader of this workshop did not concentrate on specifics but instead highlighted a number of publications that could be of use obtainable from government websites:

“The Value Handbook” shows the benefits of good design.

“Paved with gold” illustrates High Street case studies and contains a tool for assessing street quality.
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

Both these publications can be obtained from www.cabe.org.uk (The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment).

“The Culture and Sport Planning Toolkit” can be found at www.living-places.org.uk
Sustaining Town Partnerships

The final workshop concerned funding for the various partnerships and it was apparent that many partnerships were in danger of losing, or had lost core funding from their District Councils.  Various ways of becoming self-sustaining were discussed.  It was apparent that partnerships which had invested in things such as transport were able to generate income, while those which had built such things as skate parks with their funding were stalling through lack of funds.

However, the workshop was designed to advertise a number of training sessions organised by AMT rather than setting out to find answers in this session.

4. Playbuilder scheme – Bedford Road Recreation Ground
Members are aware that Sandy has been chosen as one of the areas which will be given grant funding in order to improve the play equipment at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.  Central Bedfordshire Council are eager that Sandy should be in the first phase of provision and hope to have the equipment installed by Christmas 2009.  In addition to the £45,000 provided for equipment for ages 8 – 13 the Open Spaces Group had also identified changes they would like to make to the existing play area in order to reduce disruption to neighbouring houses and increase the safety of the toddler play area.

The Open Spaces Group, together with the Mayor has inspected the preliminary design, suggesting changes that could be made and a new plan has been submitted (Copy attached).  This incorporates changes such as removing the existing ball wall and putting a wooden train and picnic benches on the tarmac area.  There will be a ball play area, incorporating basketball and football and several challenging pieces of equipment.  The total cost of the scheme is £76,405  which would use £31,405 of the Council’s section 106 money (at present there is over £60,000 to be used). 
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

5. Grant Application from Royal British Legion

The Royal British Legion have made a request for a grant of £200 towards the costs of providing hospitality to the Societe Nationale de Patriotiques de Malaunay and visitors from Skarszewy, Poland (Copy of grant application attached).

Should Members wish to make a grant it would have to use the Power of Wellbeing.

(Members are requested to decide if they wish to make such a grant and if so the source of funding.)

6. Annual Return 2008/2009

The Town Council’s Annual Return has been sent back by BDO Stoy Hayward, the External Auditors.  Two small matters are drawn to Council’s attention.  The first, concerning asset valuations is a recommendation but Council is under no obligation to act upon it.  The Assets Valuation takes place every five years (in 2007 it cost around £6,000) and the latest valuation may well be out of date, however insurance valuations are index linked so that is not a concern.  
The second item brought to Member’s attention is the treatment of the War Stock, which has now been removed from the Council’s balances and included in its Assets.  No further action is required.
(Members are requested to note the matters drawn to their attention and approve the External Audit of the 2008/2009 Annual Return).
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10. Get involved Fair

I would like to invite the Council to sponsor a “Get Involved” Fair next Spring, in Sandy. This would be similar to the fresher’s events that are held at Universities and a fair that was held recently at Letchworth (Photos attached).  The idea is that local groups which are looking for members or volunteers set out their stalls at a central venue where members of the public can circulate, gather information, speak to representatives of the groups and “sign up” if they wish to.
I think this would be good for Sandy and good for the groups because a lot of people do not get involved in the life of the town, apathy is pervasive and many groups are under-subscribed.  I am also aware that when we grant-aid groups we are always morally and sometimes legally obliged to consider the extent of the public benefit.  Many groups which we aid have very small memberships for a town of >12,000 people and anything we can do to help them to grow should be welcomed.

I would like to propose that such an event be held over one or two days in March or April at a central venue in Sandy, e.g. the Baptists’ Hall.  Admission would be free to members of the public.  I attended the Letchworth event where groups as diverse as the local bowls club, Police Specials, British Legion, scouts and gardening club had stalls. It is not difficult to think of a long list of Sandy groups and clubs (including the town Council itself) which might be invited to take a stall.

If the Council supports the idea of a “Get Involved” Fair I would like Members to consider when and where such an event might be held, who might be invited to participate and whether they would be prepared to allocate a small budget for hire of the hall and publicity.  Perhaps a working group could be set up to work out the details.

G White

15.10.09 
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DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	15/10/09

80/09
	TPO/09/00112

Mr G Wilton-Jones

RSPB 

Gatehouse

RSPB The Lodge

Potton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DL
	Tree Preservation Order: Prune one silver birch within the grounds of the RSPB.
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